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“Is it any surprise that Americans are fascinated by this epic saga of a world order crumbling? To 
citizens of a superpower, who face challenges from ISIS to Russia to a rising China, this fictitious 
world doesn’t feel foreign at all. Instead, it helps us makes sense of events at a time of moral 
ambiguity… It helps us see how political squabbles prevent us from stopping the biggest threat of 
all: climate change, which will be difficult to combat even without the zombie army.” 
PROMPT: How does television employ metaphors to drive popularity? How can metaphors employed by 
television shape worldview?

“For the sake of argument, let’s say that tired metaphor still applies. Then what’s the point of 
continuing to spit it up like so much satirical Pablum? Perhaps it is so the caricature fully takes 
hold of the public imagination, to the point that hyperbole begins to fuse with reality. Humor, of 
course, can so often warp impressions.” 
PROMPT: Is it harmless or dangerous to compare President Trump to a baby? Do metaphors shape reality for 
better or worse?

“Aphorism enthusiast and author James Geary waxes on a fascinating fixture of human language: 
the metaphor. Friend of scribes from Aristotle to Elvis, metaphor can subtly influence the 
decisions we make, Geary says.”  
PROMPT: Why is it important to build your awareness of metaphors? Why is it important to cultivate your 
ability to use metaphors? Are metaphors only expressed through words?

“The main point here is that metaphors, in this sense, aren't soft or literary in any narrow sense. 
Rather, they are a deep and fundamental way that humans make sense of the world. And 
unfortunately for spies who want to filter the Internet to look for dangerous people, computers 
can't make much sense out of sentences like, ‘We can make beautiful music together.’” 
PROMPT: Why did the government start studying metaphors? How might this impact international relations 
and American society? How can this research inform business and creative industries? 
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