
Evoking Your Purpose

“In actuality, though, teachers don’t need, nor should they need, to be called to teaching. Instead, 
teaching should be viewed as a profession where one goes from novice to highly-skilled 
practitioner, not by sheer passion, but by steady, supported, continual growth.” Fenton challenges 
the long-standing tradition of referring to teaching (or any profession) as a calling.  
PROMPT: Why does the author find the use of “calling” problematic in teaching? What role does growth 
mindset play in pursuing your purpose?

Unlike other chefs featured on Netflix’s documentary series Chef’s Table, Alex Atala was driven 
to the culinary world by necessity, not passion. But along the way, these two forces became one 
and birthed D.O.M - a world-renowned restaurant that “relies on [Atala’s] wild spirit and love for 
the Amazon to show diners how an open mind pays off in deliciousness.” 
PROMPT: What habits of self-actualization allowed Atala to find his purpose as a chef?

Chronicling the personal and professional paths of Patagonia’s outspoken, environmentalist 
founder, this article illuminates how “Yvon Chouinard turned his eco-conscious, anti-corporate 
ideals into the credo of a successful clothing company.” 
PROMPT: What challenges did Chouinard face while turning his passion into a business? How has 
Chouinard’s environmentalism and values manifested in his company?

“The Defiant Ones tells the stories of Jimmy Iovine and Dr. Dre, and their improbable 
partnership and surprising leading roles in a series of transformative events in contemporary 
culture…[D]ecades of defiance and determination helped [them] build a few empires, make a 
series of American dreams come true and transform two American street kids from different 
tough neighborhoods into a global force to be reckoned with.” 
PROMPT: Why were Jimmy Iovine and Dr. Dre able to climb and thrive in the music industry? Do you need 
more than passion to find & pursue your purpose?
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