
The most consistently creative and insightful people are expert explorers. If you’re serious about strengthening 
your ability to think laterally and develop creative new ideas, you should practice seeking-out and discovering 
new foreign concepts.   
           
Music Discovery.           
Identify a musical genre where you have little relative familiarity and explore what fans and critics believe to be 
great about that genre’s artists, albums and songs. Pitchfork’s editorial team has compiled many genre and sub-
genre lists and guides that could serve as a starting point for your exploration (The 50 Best Rap Mixtapes of the 
Millennium; The 50 Best Indie Rock Albums of the Pacific Northwest; The 50 Best Dancehall Songs of All Time).  

Pick a genre. Identify one of the genre’s seminal artists. Identify their most critically acclaimed album. Then over 
the course of a week, explore the album’s songs, it’s history, the critical response and the fan’s response. Discuss 
what you’ve learned with a friend who’s familiar with the genre or the band. Then move onto another genre or 
band. 
 
Long-Form Writing Discovery. 
Identify a topic where you have little relative familiarity (e.g. agriculture, buddhism, Ireland) and explore the 
work of writers who have covered that subject. Longreads aggregates some of the best long-form writing on the 
web and makes it searchable by subject. 

Pick a topic. Search for the writing within that topic that seems most interesting. Then dig in. Or select an article 
at random from one of the Longreads weekly picks or their Best Of the Year lists. Discuss what you’ve learned 
with a friend who’s familiar with the topic or the subject of the article. Then move onto another topic to explore. 

Short Video Discovery. 
Identify a filmmaking genre, style or topic where you have little relative familiarity (e.g. dark comedy, puppetry, 
stop-motion) and explore the work of filmmakers who have covered that subject. Short of the Week aggregates 
some of the best short films on the web and makes them searchable by genre, style or topic. 

Pick a genre or style. Search for the short films within that genre/style that seem most interesting. Then dig in. 
Or select a film at random from one of the SOTW Best Films of the Month. Share the short with friends who you 
think will appreciate it & discuss with them. Then move onto another genre to explore.
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http://pitchfork.com/features/lists-and-guides/
http://pitchfork.com/features/lists-and-guides/9908-the-50-best-rap-mixtapes-of-the-millennium/
http://pitchfork.com/features/lists-and-guides/9908-the-50-best-rap-mixtapes-of-the-millennium/
http://pitchfork.com/features/lists-and-guides/9932-the-50-best-indie-rock-albums-of-the-pacific-northwest/
http://pitchfork.com/features/lists-and-guides/10022-the-50-best-dancehall-songs-of-all-time/
https://longreads.com/
https://longreads.com/picks/
https://longreads.com/best-of-2016/
https://www.shortoftheweek.com/
https://www.shortoftheweek.com/news/category/best-of-the-month/

