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In this 2015 education town hall in Des Moines, President Obama “said what the vast majority of 
college faculty think about intellectual freedom and freedom of expression on campus: Ideas need 
not be popular, palatable or even easy to digest to merit discussion. College is a place where ideas 
of all kinds should be openly explored. Theories are, after all, like viruses; they build on one 
another.” 
PROMPT: How can we improve our emotional, social, cultural, and political awareness? Should this be an 
responsibility of higher education?

Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish, the authors of best-selling How to Talk So Kids Will Listen & 
Listen So Kids Will Talk, discuss their approach to parenting and communication in this Long 
Island Q&A from 1995. Although they focus on the relationship between young children and 
adults, their communication and listening tactics can apply to all human interaction. For more, 
look here. 
PROMPT: What are the key tenets of this communication pedagogy? How do these principles + tools inform 
human interaction beyond the home and classroom?

“Five years ago, Google — one of the most public proselytizers of how studying workers can 
transform productivity — became focused on building the perfect team. In the last decade, the 
tech giant has spent untold millions of dollars measuring nearly every aspect of its employees’ 
lives.” The results of their study challenged conventional wisdoms and the notion that “building 
the best teams meant combining the best people.” 
PROMPT: What is the common thread linking all good teams? Do your own experiences confirm or deny these 
findings? How should this inform the way you build and develop your team?

“But for Margolin, the line separating her real self from her stage self became less defined the 
deeper into character she went…For many actors like Margolin who land demanding roles, fully 
inhabiting the mind, mannerisms, and reality of a fictional character can be as alienating as it is 
rewarding.” 
PROMPT: For both the actor and audience, how can acting be a medium for reflection + change? How can 
acting methods and character study help beyond the stage?
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