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“We're raising our girls to be perfect, and we're raising our boys to be brave, says Reshma Saujani, 
the founder of Girls Who Code. Saujani has taken up the charge to socialize young girls to take 
risks and learn to program -- two skills they need to move society forward. To truly innovate, we 
cannot leave behind half of our population, she says. ‘I need each of you to tell every young woman 
you know to be comfortable with imperfection.’" 
PROMPT: How does coding promote bravery? How can you cultivate your own creative and professional 
bravery?

“Fear itself these days is America’s top-selling consumer product, available 24-7 as mobile app with 
color-coded pop-ups in all shades of the paranoid rainbow. Ready to hand at the touch of a screen, the 
turn of a phrase, the nudge of a tweet. Popularly priced at conveniently located checkpoints on 
drugstore and supermarket shelves, at airports and tanning salons. Diligently promoted by the news 
and fake news bringing minute-to-minute reports of America the Good and the Great threatened on all 
fronts by approaching apocalypse.” 
PROMPT: How much of your reality is shaped by fear? How are your personal and professional actions 
influenced by fear?

At Smith College, the initiative Failing Well “aims to ‘destigmatize failure.’ With workshops on 
impostor syndrome, discussions on perfectionism, as well as a campaign to remind students that 
64 percent of their peers will get (gasp) a B-minus or lower, the program is part of a campuswide 
effort to foster student ‘resilience,’ to use a buzzword of the moment.” 
PROMPT: How does Smith college use failure to build academic courage and resilience? How can you build 
your own failure syllabus?

“Maya Angelou worked as a cook, streetcar conductor, waitress, singer, dancer, editor, teacher, 
civil rights organizer, and actress before becoming one of America’s most beloved writers. Now 
85 and a professor at Wake Forest University, she says her success as a storyteller stems from 
“seeing us as more alike than we are unalike”—that is, from finding universal themes.” You can 
listen to the interview here. 
PROMPT: How does Angelou’s career and life exemplify courage? How can you practice the “small things” to 
cultivate your own creative courage?
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